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to professional observers in 1906 : the fall of M. Delcasse. the sacrifice of the French Foreign Minister by his colleagues to the German Moloch, was an event bound to bring home to the most indifferent of Frenchmen certain realities of their international situation; and consequent prolonged reflection on those realities, coupled with the growing dissatisfaction aroused by the tyranny of the radical regime, could not fail to determine a revival of the French national spirit. In 1906 it was clear that however mobile the French temperament was, however pusillanimously reluctant the Republican Government might be to allow diplomatic incidents to degenerate into war, however profoundly the French people seemed to have forgotten Alsace-Lorraine, however scandalously the quarrels of the agora, the squabbles of the political sects, the backbiting and vituperation of the press, were preoccupying Frenchmen to the neglect of so many of their great national interests, there were certain things that French national pride could not be expected to tolerate. A period of what the French call recueillement, of silent meditation that quickly became articulate, assuming the sanest forms of self-criticism, marked the inevitable conversion of the French soul. While foreign observers beheld only a France torn by domestic factions, quarrelling over the expulsion of monks and nuns, and over the separation of the Church and the State; a Republic in which the rebellion of 5,000 civil servants (the Postmen's Strike) seemed to be menacing the very existence of the Republican regime; a society in which whole communities of peaceful wine-growers seemed to have gone suddenly as mad as Dionysiac revellers ; France was recovering the sense of her national integrity. She was beginning to float on the high tide of one of those miraculous moral " resurgences " peculiar to the soil that has given birth to Vercingetorix, St. Louis, Joan of Arc and Gambetta